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Regional Electricity Planning in Windsor-Essex 
Area – November 26, 2024 

Feedback Provided by: 

Name: Robert Petro 

Title:   Energy, Infrastructure, & Environment Coordinator 

Organization:   Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable Growers 

Email:  

Date:  December 17, 2024 

To promote transparency, feedback submitted will be posted on the Windsor-Essex engagement 

webpage unless otherwise requested by the sender. 

Following the Windsor-Essex electricity planning engagement webinar held on November 26, 2024, 

the Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) is seeking feedback on the detailed option 

analysis and draft recommendations. A copy of the presentation as well as a recording of the session 

can be accessed from the engagement web page. 

Please submit feedback to engagement@ieso.ca by December 17, 2024. 

Topic Feedback 

What feedback do you have on the 

proposed recommendations? 

Kingsville-Leamington Station Capacity: 

The insufficiency of CDM and the protracted 4–5-year lead-

time for new supply stations and 230 kV connection lines 

Feedback Form 
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Topic Feedback 

necessitate either 1) other interim solutions to the growing 

demand for electricity or, 2) more preferably acceleration 

of the development of the supply stations and lines.  As 

IESO indicated, the current CDM program only “Partially 

meets the needs”.  A new Demand Response program 

must be considered if the supply stations cannot be 

accelerated to the 3-year timeframe.  

What information needs to be considered 

regarding these recommendations? 

Timelines for the recommended solutions cannot be 

protracted in the 4-5-year timeframe where the available 

electricity supply is limited. Timelines for available 

electricity beyond a 6-month to 18-month window, 

pressure businesses to locate elsewhere.  

How can the IESO continue to engage 

with communities and stakeholders as 

these recommendations are 

implemented, or to help prepare for the 

next planning cycle? 

Continuous communication and data sharing with 

stakeholders is essential to keep IESO ready to act at the 

speed of business. Windsor-Essex has been growing rapidly 

from both the manufacturing sector’s role in electrification 

and the ongoing average growth of 6% per year of the 

greenhouse sector, realized over the last decade and 

projected beyond. In IESO’s Pathways to Decarbonization 

report, released in 2022, a scenario with a high pace of 

electrification of the economy was explored which was 

found to potentially triple the required electricity capacity 

by 2050.  This high demand electrification scenario in 

addition to the high growth of the region requires 

continuous, at a minimum quarterly, engagement with 

regional stakeholders to: 

• understand growth & demand projections,  

• inform stakeholders of local electricity supply 

availability, and  

• collaborate on the timelines for additional capacity. 

General Comments/Feedback 

Ontario Greenhouse Vegetable Growers (OGVG) appreciate IESO’s ongoing engagement with the 

sector.  OGVG remains available to provide insight into growth projections, energy demands, and 

energy generation. Greenhouse farms are uniquely able to both supply energy from combined heat 

and power (CHP) systems as well as offer a significant demand on the electricity grid. Growers look 

to continue the positive engagement with IESO on regional planning, demand projections, and 

participating in energy generation through calls for long-term supply acquisition.  




