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Regional planning is a key priority for the IESO. The process involves developing
Integrated Regional Resource Plans (IRRPs), which are 20-year electricity plans that look to
ensure a reliable electricity service to Local Distribution Companies and Directly
Connected Industrial Customers. The plans are developed for specific regions of the
province and consider conservation, generation, transmission, and distribution
solutions. The process brings together transmitters, local distribution companies and the
IESO to plan collaboratively. Engagement, as recognized in the Planning and Siting
Report, is a vital component of the process. The engagement related to regional planning
provides a voice for municipalities, First Nation and Métis, associations and stakeholders
to express their priorities and preferences for the growth of their communities.
2015 has seen significant accomplishments in regional planning:
 In winter/spring of 2015, the first eight IRRPs were released; individual letters were
sent to all Mayors and First Nation Chiefs in these planning areas, which represent
two-thirds of Ontario’s population; public webinars were held for each plan
 Four Local Advisory Committees have been established, with others in process
 Extensive outreach to municipal governments, First Nations & Métis
 Participation in implementation activities for the active plans (e.g. SECTR Project)
 Commencement of planning in an additional eight areas, more to start late 2015
 Continuous learning and improvement to refine the planning and engagement
processes, including aligning to changes such as the new LDC Conservation plans,
and increased uptake of distributed resources, etc.
Regional Planning Overview
Regional planning is an Ontario Energy Board mandated process. The province is divided
into 21 electricity planning regions, some with one or more sub-regions, and been further
prioritized into three groups. Regional planning is conducted for each region every five
years, unless a need deems that it start earlier. Plans include recommendations to address
the near-, mid- and long-term timeframes. Accessible from the IESO’s website, each of the
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regions has a dedicated webpage and subscriber list where interested parties can subscribe
for updates. The IESO is continuing to improve the regional planning process and is
broadening the evaluation criteria used for regional planning and engaging on this with
the Local Advisory Committees and the public.
Engagement & Local Advisory Committees
Engagement begins with introductory meetings with municipal staff, and First Nation and
Métis, held locally in the area/community.
The establishment of Local Advisory Committees (LACs) is an important part of the
regional planning process as members provide valuable input which is current and based
on a local perspective. LACs are comprised of up to 18 members, representing
municipalities, First Nation and Métis, consumers, the business community, and
environmental and conservation groups. In areas where there are a large number of First
Nations communities, a First Nation LAC is also established. Broader public engagement
will also be used to get input into the process.
Current Status by Planning Group
Group

IRRP Status

LACs

Group 1 - Consists
of eight regions

The first IRRP was released in January 2015 for
North of Dryden. Seven IRRPs were released
in April 2015 for Brant, Central Toronto, GTA
North (York Region), GTA West (northwest
portion), Kitchener-Waterloo-CambridgeGuelph, Ottawa and Windsor-Essex.

Four LACs have been
established to date and
an additional six will be
established in late
2015/early 2016.

13 IRRPs
completed or in
process

Group 2 – Consists
of six regions
3 IRRPs in process
Group 3 – Consists
of seven regions

An additional five plans are currently
underway in this group for Bronte, GTA East,
Greenstone-Marathon, Thunder Bay and West
of Thunder Bay.
Earlier this year, planning work determined
the need for three IRRPs in this group of
regions for the London Area, Barrie/Innisfil
and Parry Sound/Muskoka. Work has begun
on these plans.
Need screening and scoping work will be
kicked-off by the Transmitters in the latter part
of 2015.

Public

Three LACs are
expected for this area in
late 2015 and early 2016

TBD

2 of 2

