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Decisions Reached/Action Items
The following action items were taken
•

IESO requested that members share with them practical examples of where governance
is important to determining the MR design.

•

IESO agreed to consider if the non-emitting resource Request For Information (RFI) will
include in its scope how existing renewable resources under contract might participate
in the future market design.

•

MRWG members to inform IESO on any significant issues with the proposed
engagement schedule for 2018.

Introduction and Welcome, MRWG Roundtable – Ryan King, IESO
Ryan King opened the meeting by reviewing the agenda. Francesca Dobbyn was introduced as
a new member to the MRWG. Francesca Dobbyn provided a background to her role with
United Way and linkages to the electricity sector.
IESO reflected on all that has been achieved by the working group in 2017 and thanked all
members for their input and contributions. Looking forward to 2018, IESO noted that the
Operability workstream will be temporarily placed on hold while IESO evaluates how best to
proceed.

MRWG Co-chair Update – Barbara Ellard, IESO
IESO advised the MRWG that both stakeholder co-chairs have stepped down from their roles as
co-chairs. The co-chair positions will remain vacant pending a review of the co-chair structure
by the IESO. The IESO and MRWG members expressed appreciation for the contributions of the
co-chairs.
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ICA Preliminary Design Decisions - Stephen Nusbaum, IESO
IESO reviewed each of the 19 incremental capacity auction (ICA) design elements in the ICA
design tracker document and noted where preliminary decisions and recommendations have
been made, and areas which require further analysis.
MRWG members raised questions around specific design elements including; the extent to
which the list of ineligible resources might change over time (IESO responded that the list of
ineligible resources applies for the first auction but that energy efficiency may be eligible in
future auctions), the appropriateness of the forward period design to attract the broadest mix of
resoures, and confirmation that resources under commitment to other jurisidictions would be
ineligible.
MRWG members also discussed the process for definingNet CONE including selection of the
third party to calculate Net CONE, frequency of Net CONE review and the extent to which
certain ICA design elements may be influenced by the reference resource. IESO indicated that
these questions would be explored in more detail over the coming months.
MRWG members discussed the recently announced provincial review of how the Ontario
Electricity Board (OEB) can best adapt to innovative services and new technologies. An MRWG
member asked if the MRWG would work together to develop a shared position on the review.
IESO noted that it would be a good topic for discussion with the group but that IESO would
likely develop its own position independent of other parties, including the MRWG.
Following discussion around comparisons to other jurisidictions, IESO confirmed that it will be
releasing documentation in due course to compare and contrast the ICA design elements to
similar market mechanisms in other jurisidictions.
Finally, in response to a MRWG member question, IESO confirmed the expectation that ICA
participants will be obligated to participate in the DAM and therefore subject to the same
market power mitigation measures as other participants in the DAM.

Looking Ahead to 2018 – Barbara Ellard, IESO
IESO summarised key objectives for the MRWG in 2018 noting the steps it will take to
streamline the stakeholdering process.

December 21, 2017
Public

3

MRWG members raised the question of how governance across Market Renewal will be
addressed. IESO noted that questions related to governance may extend beyond Market
Renewal and that the issue was being discussed internally with an update to be shared in Q1
2018. MRWG members commented on the importance of understanding the governance context
in order to effectively contribute to Market Renewal design decisions. IESO requested that
members share with them practical examples (e.g. rule amendments, contracts) of where
governance is important to determining the Market Renewal design in order to better
understand this concern.
Looking forward to 2018, IESO walked through some stakeholder engagement options to
support development of the ICA design. MRWG members expressed preference for a strawdocument (outlining how preliminary decisions all fit together) and jurisidictional scans as
useful tools to support the design process. Members also emphasised that developing strawdocuments for all Market Renewal initiatives (recongising there will still be design gaps) will
enable holistic review and understanding of the interdependencies between the workstreams.

High Level Design (HLD) Document – Rado Jovic and Patricia Murray, IESO
IESO introduced and walked through proposed elements of the HLD document. MRWG
members noted that it would be interesting to see IESO documents, processes etc. (to be
detailed in Part B) which will be impacted by the project. IESO indicated it would consider
options for sharing this information.

Update on NER-SC and RFI – Tom Chapman, IESO
IESO introduced and walked through the approach to the NER-SC, meetings held to
date and next steps. This included an overview of the RFI and linkages to the NER-SC.
MRWG members discussed the RFI approach which included confirmation that the RFI
is open to all existing and new non-emitting participants. IESO highlighted several key
aspects including the timeline for the next stages of the RFI, how the RFI can feed into
the planned modelling exercise within the NER-SC scope of work and how NER-SC
and the RFI can help to identify the potential revenue streams that different
technologies could access in a future market design. IESO also noted that the NER-SC
will review other jurisidictions to understand lessons learnedrelated to participation,
market efficiencies, and commercial mechanisms.
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A MRWG member asked if the RFI will consider how existing renewable resources
under contract might participate in a future market design. IESO agreed to consider and
respond in due course.
The meeting concluded at noon.
The next meeting is scheduled for February 6.
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