Reliability Standards Standing Committee (RSSC)
Minutes of Meeting #37
April 13th, 2017 | 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM | Room 1085, 120 Adelaide St. W., Toronto

Attendance
Participant Name

Company Name

Attendance Status

Abbas M
Bruce Power
Present
Anita Patel
IESO
Present
Ben Li
IESO
Present
Dan Kamir
IESO
Present
Dave Devereaux
IESO
Present
Dave Dunn
IESO
Present (on the phone)
David Kwan
OPG
Present
David Kiguel
Observer
Present
Dennis Hall
Brookfield Renewable Power
Present
Christian Dragnea
IESO
Present
Constantin Chitescu
OPG
Present
Esia Giaouris
Hydro One
Present
Gord Bartels
Transcanada
Present (on the phone)
Hajar Kacem
Transalta
Present (on the phone)
Helen Lainis
IESO
Present
Jay Jayaraman
Enbridge
Present
Jim Cook
Hydro One Sault Saint Marie
Present (on the phone)
Laurie Reid
Ontario Energy Board
Present
Mihir Kapadia
N-Dimension Solutions
Present
Mike Yealland
MYCON Inc.
Present
Monica Adam
IESO
Present
Paul Malozewski
Hydro One
Present
Ron J. Falsetti
AESI
Present
Scott Berry
IESO
Present
Shahid Khan
Northland Power Inc.
Present
Soon Chua
Portlands Energy Centre
Present (on the phone)
Tracy Brason
Brookfield Renewable Power
Present
Hassib EL Murdea
OPG
Present
Scribe: Griselda Matos
rssc@ieso.ca: Please report any corrections, additions or deletions to scribe.

All meeting materials are available on the IESO’s RSSC webpage at:
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http://www.ieso.ca/Pages/Participate/Stakeholder-Engagement/Standing-Committee/Reliability-StandardsStanding-Committee.aspx
References:
IESO MACD page: http://www.ieso.ca/Pages/Participate/Market-Oversight/Compliance-Enforcement.aspx
IESO Reliability Standards Compliance page: http://www.ieso.ca/Pages/Participate/ReliabilityRequirements/Reliability-Standards-Compliance.aspx
NERC Standards page: http://www.nerc.com/page.php?cid=2
NPCC Regional Standards/Criteria page: https://www.npcc.org/Standards/default.aspx
FERC Electric page: http://www.ferc.gov/industries/electric.asp

Action Item Summary as of the 37th Meeting
#

Date

Action

Status

1

April 13, 2017

Scott Berry to schedule webinar regarding Applicability criteria for the next quarter

open

2
3
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1.

Welcome and Introductions

The thirty-seventh RSSC meeting commenced at 9:30 a.m. with brief introductions by each participant.
2.

Administrative Issues

a) The agenda for the meeting was reviewed and no new agenda items were added. Motions to adopt
the agenda by J. Jayaraman and L. Reid.
b) The minutes of the last (thirty sixth) RSSC meeting were reviewed page by page. No major concerns
were raised. Motions to adopt the meeting minutes as final were made by J. Jayaraman and T.
Brason.
G. Bartels noted the incorrect company representation. It should be Transcanada and not Transalta.
There was also an incorrect spelling of Mohab. The minutes will be updated and posted on the
website.
J. Jayaraman asked about the webinar regarding Item 4 – Market Manual 11.1, Applicability Criteria
Update. S. Berry stated that something will be scheduled for the next quarter
In item 4, it should be Appendix 4.19 and not 4169. In item 5 the spelling should be Ben Young and
not Ben Yun. In item 7, the 4th paragraph should be changed to if you are BPS or own BPS. In page 8
it should be LEP and not LEEP.
c)

Updates on the open action items were provided as follows:
•

No action items from previous meeting.

d) RSSC Roster updates: Changes to the members of the RSSC distribution list can be emailed to Scott
Berry or orcp@ieso.ca. Changes will be made upon request.
3.

IESO Web site change update

C. Valerio from Communications provided a tour of the new IESO public web site. Her contact information
is as follows in case anyone has any questions: (905)-855-6229/chantelle.valerio@ieso.ca
The objective of the change was to streamline all the legacy sites (former OPA, former IESO, smart
metering, FIT/Micro FIT and aboriginal sites) and to consolidate a lot of the access to real time and
historical data.
T. Brason commented that more current data rather than historical is preferred to help market
participants with the market. He also made a comment regarding the IESO portal. The portal is confusing
for compliance assurance and MACD.
J. Jayaraman provided some feedback as well. Some market participants pull data from different reports
in the IESO website and these have changed substantially. It is suggested that in future, the IESO holds
onto the same platform.
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4.

Transmission System Code (TSC) Update

L. Reid provided an update on the Transmission System Code (TSC) project. L. Reid will do a summary and
take recommendations and notice of proposal to amend the code to the executive committee in May as
there are still comments being received from the industry. The project is trying to minimize any changes
to the TSC but also to delete anything obsolete and clarify when something applies to non BES assets.
L. Reid also noted that the OEB is going through some branding changes as well. OEB.ca will be used
instead of Ontarioenergyboard.ca for all emails and pages. The old email addresses will work for a year
while the transition takes place.
5.

Risk Based CMEP Project

C. Dragnea provided an updated on the status of the Risk Based CMEP project. He introduced the
members working on it, Ben Li who is part of RSSC and Anita Patel from the IESO.
He went through the Risk Based CMEP Overview, looking at assessing external risk factors, risk associated
with each entity, internal controls, evaluating the residual risk and coming up with an entity specific
compliance oversight plan. The framework will be used in enforcement and help MACD identify events
more impacted in the system and help us focus on issues critical to reliability. Sanctions will depend on
impact.
One of the drivers of reliability risks is to develop a list of Ontario specific risk drivers to the reliability of
the IPS. B. Li will refine risks in Ontario for each market participant and develop a process to identify what
market rule applies to each market participant.
In assessing inherent risks, one must develop a process for assessing how the identified risk drivers apply
to each market participant and one must develop a risk profile for each market participant and a ranking
based on their inherent risk. R. Falsetti mentioned that in NERC is not mandatory to have internal controls
reviewed. MACD would like some input from market participants on what is useful.
Mapping will be part of the project if we monitor market rules so that we do not duplicate efforts and just
look at the market rules. And the timeline will be a year from last November to this November.
6.

2017 Reliability Standards Compliance Monitoring Plan Q2 Update

M. Adam presented the updates on the 2017 Reliability Standards Compliance Monitoring Plan (CMP).
This was a refresher from the last meeting. There will be quarterly monitoring based on the list of
standards is the 2017 CMP (15-20 standards).
The reliability compliance tool is in place to issue notifications. Market Participants have 45 days to send
information as evidence of compliance. In terms of the reporting period, it depends on each standard, in
most caseswill begin from July 8, 2016 (the date of the compliance reporting status in the 2016 CMP) to
December 31, 2016E. Giaouris asked if RSAWs are required in terms of evidence. M. Adam indicated that,
for a specific reliability standard, the NERC associated RSAW will accompany the self-certification in the
tool. Market participants should fill out the RSAW with the specific narrative on how they comply with the
requirement and attach evidence to demonstrate compliance.
D. Kwan asked if one needs to send evidence of testing or just a sample of the test if the reliability
standard requires testing. MACD mentioned that that still has to be decided and that the market
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participant should communicate with MACD to get the population from the market participant. MACD
will select the sample.
P. Malozewski asked about the difference between audit and self-certification. C. Dragnea clarified that
an audit is usually performed on site and it includes interviews.
S. Berry stated that self certification requests will be available next week for Q2. If a market participant
does not receive one, then it means the market participant is not required to submit anything for Q2,
however, they may receive a self-certification either in Q3 or Q4.
E. Giaouris inquired about a turnaround time for market participants so that they can close their books. C.
Dragnea stated that there is no turnaround time with NERC. MACD will look into issuing a letter to ensure
that the case is closed.
T. Brason asked if the IESO verifies if the RSAW matches the standard. S. Berry indicated that the market
participant should check and replace the RSAW with the proper version number, if they have to. The
market participant owns the narrative.
7.

Standards Enforcement Update

Since the last RSSC meeting, BAL-002-2 has been approved and BAL-004-0 has been retired. The dates are
in the OEB process section of the IESO web site and the milestones. It was reminded that there is a 21day window for any market participant, including the IESO, to apply to the OEB for review of the reliability
standard. The IESO would let the market participants know if this occurs.
FERC has not been having enough representation for Quorum in the past 8 to 12 months. At this point,
the can not issue any orders and are very limited in what can be accomplished. A road map with the
standards that have been approved will be posted on the IESO web site.
8.

Current NERC/FERC/NPCC Activities

B. Li provided updates on NERC/FERC/NPCC Standard Committee Activities. There have not been many
standard projects since last quarter. There has not been any NPCC activity.
With respect to NERC Standards Committee Activities, there are new members on the NERC Standard
Committee and one of the members is part of the Executive Committee. The Committee has approved
the posting standard process manual (SPM)
B. Li provided updates on NERC Standards Development Recently Posted for Comment/Ballot and D.
Dunn presented impact of CIP standards.
• CIP Standards – Supply Chain Management SAR
– Project initiated in response to FERC Order 829:
– IESO generally supports the need and scope presented in the SAR, and suggested the
– Initial ballot: 10% support (Lowest approval ratings with primary reason for rejection is
the challenges of how the standard is being structured.)
• Modifications to CIP-003-7 (to become CIP-003-7(i))
– NERC proposes the following changes to CIP-003-7:
• Revise Attachment 1 to require the mitigation of risk to the BES of malware
propagation from transient devices to low impact BES Cyber Systems
• Revise the definitions of Transient Cyber Asset (TCA) and Removable Media to
ensure applicability of security controls and provide additional clarity
– Initial ballot and final ballot received industry approval
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•

•

Modifications to selected CIP standards to address:
– CIP Exceptional Circumstances (to add caveat in pertinent CIP standards)
– FERC directive in Order 822 to “require responsible entities to implement controls to
protect, at a minimum, communication links and sensitive bulk electric system data
communicated between bulk electric system Control Centers in a manner that is
appropriately tailored to address the risks posed to the bulk electric system by the
assets being protected (i.e., high, medium, or low impact)
Modifications to CIP-002 standard to address FERC directives in Order 822 and
recommendations by the Version 5 Transition Advisory Group (V5TAG):
– The Transmission Owner Control Centre issues:
• Applicability of requirements on a TO Control Center that performs the
functional obligations of a TOP, particularly if the TO has the ability to operate
switches, breakers and relays in the BES.
• The definition of Control Center
• The language scope of “perform the functional obligations of” throughout the
Attachment 1 criteria
– Issues related to virtualization in the CIP environment

L. Reid asked to D. Dunn given the new approach on new standards, how this will affect meeting FERC
deadlines. The IESO is trying to work as fast as possible to meet the deadlines but prefer to work properly
and extend deadlines.
9.

Other Items

There were no other items presented at the meeting.
10.

Next Meeting

The 38th RSSC meeting (Q3 for 2017) is scheduled for Thursday, September 14, 2017 at 120 Adelaide
Street West (downtown Toronto).
S. Berry requested to have any advance meeting items forwarded to him. T. Brason suggested having as
an item standardized evidence submittal. R. Falsetti suggested having an item for the changes to NPCC
Directory 8.
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